2
Literature Review
Most of the existing literature regarding the impact of globalization on Afghanistan contains both theoretical and empirical accounts of how economic, political and social globalization has had both beneficial and detrimental impacts in Afghanistan. Hotak & Wani (2019) analyzed data from the World Bank, Uncomtrade, UNCTAD, and Central Statistical Organization of Afghanistan in identifying the impact of increased economic globalization in Afghanistan on the country's environment. They concluded that the scale effect (GDP/square kilometer) of trade liberalization in Afghanistan was positively related to the emission of pollutants in the environment since the economic activities require more utilization of environmental resources that leads to the accumulation of more pollutions (Hotak & Wani, 2019). This was contradictory to the theory that globalization would result in Afghanistan adopting more international environmental sustainability guidelines and therefore reduce its pollution. This can be explained by the pollution haven hypothesis, which assumes that the shift of pollution-intensive industries from countries with tight environmental regulations i.e., developed countries; to countries with loose regulations i.e., developing countries with the liberalization of trade such as Afghanistan, results in the developing country having a more degraded environment (Hotak & Wani, 2019).
Murtaza & Bhatti (2019) agree with the findings of Hotak & Wani (2019) that globalization has been more detrimental to Afghanistan. Mustafa et al. (2019) conduct a literature analysis in which they conclude that globalization has allowed powerful nations such as the United States to economically exploit Afghanistan and other developing countries while pretending to assist in ending the political tensions in Afghanistan. They point out that U.S. non-governmental organizations disrupt the local norms and values, while Transnational Corporations have worsened the employment sector in Afghanistan, thereby contributing to poverty which has forced most Afghan to turn to opium farming as the main means of livelihood (Murtaza & Bhatti, 2019). This is supported by Gibson (2011), who points out that Afghanistan has an abundance of opium that supports the lives of the local farmers and has also been exported by the country as a result of globalization. However, this abundance of opium and globalization has fuelled the illegal heroin drug trade that connects Afghanistan with Iran, Dubai, and Pakistan (Gibson, 2011). This illegal drug trade has worsened the political tensions in the country as well as tensions with the U.S. forces in their war against the illicit international drug trade (Gibson, 2011). Furthermore, the growing of opium by local farmers has worsened food security in the country since most of the land is used to grow opium poppies instead of food crops (Gibson, 2011). Weinbaum (2017) concurs, pointing out that local opium farmers are exploited by the Taliban who have prevailed over the eradication policies in the country.
Nonetheless, Tabesh (2012) argues that globalization has resulted in more employment opportunities in Afghanistan through the functioning of the free-market economic system and has also increased foreign investments and assistance or aid of international organizations in the country. However, Weinbaum (2017) argues that although free markets have increased the array of imported goods and technological facilities in Afghanistan, loose regulations have allowed more counterfeit products to be made available. Nonetheless, there is a consensus that economic growth in Afghanistan has been mainly hampered by insecurity, instability, corruption, weak governance, and the weak rule of law despite the positive effects that globalization has had in the country (Tabesh, 2011). However, most of the literature explained here employed a literature analysis approach to explaining the effect of globalization in Afghanistan. This study, therefore, aims to provide a unique perspective through a case study approach which will allow an in-depth analysis of the research topic and collect various perspectives which helps in eliminating bias from the findings. The literature is also deficient in exploring the experiences and views of Afghans regarding how globalization has impacted their lives, which this case study will aim to explore. Also, this case study will explore how the labor policies have been altered in Afghanistan, which has not been addressed in the current literature. This case study will therefore assist in fully understanding the effects of globalization in Afghanistan and how the negative impacts can be mitigated.
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